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Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside. 

He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 

and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. The scroll of 

the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the 

Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 

freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of 

the Lord’s favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 

everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

Fulfilled.  The Simple Message of the Messiah 

 

I. It’s not about success and praise 

 

“Everyone praised him.”  That sounds great.  Jesus deserved it.  People were talking about Jesus and recognizing 

His great speaking abilities.  Yet it was Jesus who also said, “Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that 

is how their fathers treated the false prophets.” (Luke 6:26)  If people are praising you, it might be because you are 

telling them everything they WANT to hear instead of what they NEED to hear.    

About a year or two ago there was a preacher in Michigan by the name of Rob Bell who decided to restudy the 

doctrine of hell.  Guess what he came up with after his vast study?  There is no hell!  Wouldn’t you know it, his book 

sold in bunches.   Now, imagine how his book would have sold if he hadn’t come up with such an innovation, if the 

title of his book was, “Hell is hotter than you thought it was.”  It didn’t matter that his conclusion wasn’t Biblical or 

faithful to the Word of God.  People bought his book because he told them what they wanted to hear.   He gave them 

what they wanted.   

Success is hard to resist.  Joel Osteen riddles his sermons with stories in order to keep the attention of the people; and 

people come by the droves to listen to him. It is this success that many measure their ministry by.  People say, “He 

has a special anointing!”  If people don't come, then the preacher must be doing something wrong.    

 

In the Old Testament the Israelites used to hate God’s anointed prophets and kill them for simply telling the truth.  In 

one story, King Jehoshaphat suggested to the king of Israel that they inquire of one of God’s prophets.  The king of 

Israel said, “There is still one man through whom we can inquire of the LORD, but I hate him because he never 

prophesies anything good about me, but always bad.”  (1 Kings 22:8)  When people are sinning they need to hear 

it.  When they need to repent, the bottom line is that they need to be called out on it; whether they like it or not.   

Jesus preaching was very attractive at first.  In the eyes of the world He was being successful.  Yet if we look further 

into His ministry we quickly see how many people turned away from Jesus in John chapter 6. Right after today's text 

Jesus was rejected by his own people as well.  Therefore, popularity and success just can’t be the benchmark of good 

preaching.  Jesus was the greatest preacher ever, and even He met rejection.   

 

II.  Spoke of the Messiah 

 

What would have been so attractive about Jesus’ preaching, other than the obvious fact that He was God?  First of all 

note how Jesus went in the power of the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit must work in and through people in order to draw 

anyone to Christ.  “No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except by the Holy Spirit.”   



 

But the Holy Spirit doesn’t just float through the air or come invisibly floating into the crowd when you play a certain 

type of music or get the mood set just right.  Notice what Jesus did in His preaching.  He used the Word.  He didn’t 

just get up and start saying what He wanted to say; though He had every right to.  He used the Word; the Old 

Testament Word as the means through which He would preach.   Jesus knew the word well. The scrolls that the Old 

Testament scriptures were written in did not have chapters and verses written in them. They didn't have tabs with 

Bible books either. Jesus was handed the scroll of Isaiah. He knew the word so well that he was able to find the verses 

He was looking for with no problem at all.  You might take such a thing for granted and look at it as no big thing; but 

personally I think that’s pretty impressive.   

 

Now, a lot of people know their Scriptures well.  The Pharisees and teachers of the law could have done the same 

thing.  But there was something else that set Jesus apart.  Note the verses that Jesus picked. They were specifically 

about the Messiah, because that is what Jesus wanted the people to see that day; how He was the fulfillment of the 

Old Testament prophecies of Christ. 

 

The Word of God says, “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the Word of 

Christ.” (Romans 10) That is an important distinction. It is not enough to only know the word. There were many 

Jewish teachers at Jesus' time who knew the word very well. Jehovah's Witnesses know the word well. But that is not 

enough. The message is heard not only through the word, but through the Word of Christ. So if Jesus was to be a 

powerful and faithful preacher and the Holy Spirit was to work through His message; it had to be the word of Christ. 

The power of His preaching was not because He told good stories; but because He talked about Himself.  

 

Do you agree? Toby Keith once sang a song complaining about his girlfriend, about how she only wanted to talk 

about herself. His refrain was, “I wanna talk about ME, wanna talk about I, wanna talk about number 1, oh my me 

my.” Humanism sings the same refrain. It's hard to keep an audience when all you do is talk about Jesus and what 

Jesus did. Half of our church year revolves around Jesus' life. It's designed to talk about Jesus and focus on HIM. Yet 

people come to church and say, “Theology is boring and dry. Tell me how to run a business. Tell me how to be a 

good father or mother. Tell me what I need to do to have good relationships. I already know about Jesus.”  

 

The Bible actually has plenty to say about you and how you should behave as a husband and wife, son or daughter. 

Jesus spoke plenty about you too. In His Sermon on the Mount he talked about loving your enemies and praying for 

those who persecute you; turning the other cheek. Apply those principles to your marriage. How often do you pray for 

your spouse vs. complain about him or her? How many times do you think about your children's sins instead of your 

own? How many times do you think vengeful and angry thoughts; envisioning yourself punching someone in the 

mouth instead of leaving all things in God's hands?   

 

When Jesus came on the scene, the Jewish people had been held captive by all kinds of rules and regulations about 

“practical living” within the Jewish law. They had rules about how to wash their hands, how many feet they could 

walk on a Sabbath, and a thousand other regulations that had been developed through the centuries; rules that were 

based on Old Testament law. It had become a “you” religion.  

 

The thing is that the Bible doesn’t just tell you how to live, it also calls names and issues threats to those who don’t 

live the way God wants YOU to.  It's a judgmental book, and it has some pretty lousy things to say about you. It calls 

you sinful, rebellious, wicked, dead, blind and hostile.  The Bible isn't very American.  It isn't very positive.  Yet “it” 

is still the word of God given through the Holy Spirit.  The problem isn’t that the Bible doesn’t speak about you.  

When you hear the Holy Spirit talk about how corrupted you are and you really listen to what Jesus demands of you, 

it makes you want to say, “Can you talk about someone else?”  



 

If you think about it from that perspective, what a refreshing thing it was for Jesus to talk about someone else; to talk 

about the Messiah. The heart and core of the Bible, what really makes it special is the simple phrase that Jesus spoke 

at the end. “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” What other religion, what other word, offers such a 

profound thing? What is that thing? It is the simple message of fulfillment, fulfillment in Someone else; through 

Someone else.  

 

III.  Jesus is the only One who gives true fulfillment 

 

Think about that. Life is filled with thoughts and dreams of what you want to do next. As you grow older you can't 

wait to get out of the house; find a spouse; have children; get a job. Then when you've done all that, your children and 

your spouse tell you plenty of things they want YOU to do.  So after you’re worn out and they’ve run you ragged, you 

can't wait to get your kids out of the house and retire. And then even if you achieve all that, you live your life in regret 

over what you did wrong or never achieved. I mentioned that to one of our shut-ins, and immediately she brought up 

how she wished she hadn't nagged her husband when he was alive. Oh how I wish I could forget all of the coulda 

shoulda and woulda's; otherwise known as the three witches from hell.  

 

The message of the Gospel is so wonderful. Today this message is fulfilled. All that God has demanded of YOU, has 

been fulfilled in HIM; in one Person; one Christ. The Jews thought the Bible was all about THEM as a race. Jesus 

said, “No, the Bible is about ME as a PERSON; the Christ. The LORD only called you and set you aside as His 

people for one main purpose, so that I could be born through you.”  Who of us could ever say at the moment of our 

death, “It is finished.” Jesus really paid for all sin. He really did all that the Father asked of Him. Nothing was left 

undone.  Isn’t it just wonderfully comforting not to be pointed to your selves?  The Gospel; in the end; isn’t that 

complicated at all.  It’s very simple.  Jesus did it all; lived; suffered; paid the price of hell; for you.   

 

Don’t take this for granted.  There was once a man who went through a bad divorce and left his wife when he was in 

his 20’s.  Both were to blame.  He knew he was in the wrong, so he just stopped going to church.  Years later, his 

guilt ate at him more and more.  He realized that what he had done was wrong, and he wanted to find out what to do.  

So he decided to go back to his old church and beg for mercy.  When he went back, he was told that because of his 

divorce he could never take the Lord’s Supper again.  This was the suffering he would have to endure because of his 

sin, to help him realize what an awful sinner he was.  Even though he was remorseful and sorrowful over his previous 

behavior, every time the Lord’s Supper was offered he was being told, “You can’t have this gift.  You have to suffer.  

You have to pay for what you’ve done.”   He was never offered a full forgiveness for what he had done, even with 

repentance!   

When you have to pay child support, you might think the same thing.  When you get a flat tire or a sickness, your 

conscience might prick at you and tell you, “You deserve this!  You deserve a lot worse.”  And it’s true!  You might 

have a spouse or a child who will never forget the things you’ve done and remind you of it constantly.  But listen to 

what Jesus is saying carefully.  Today this Scripture is fulfilled.  Everything that God threatened; everything that 

God commanded of you; everything that God promises; it all is fulfilled in HIM.  When you are repentant of your sin 

and see and know that you need Jesus’ death for the sins of the world, Jesus doesn’t want you left with the feeling that 

there are still some things that you need to pay for.  Fulfilled means just that.   It is finished.  It’s done.  It’s paid for.   

Jesus referred to this as “the year of the Lord’s favor.”  When God wrote the law for the Old Testament Jews He 

realized that people would fail miserably.  He gave them sacrifices to make.  He gave them restitutions.  Time and 

again they offered them.  Day after day and year after year the same sacrifices were made.  Then, once every 50 years, 

God offered a year of Jubilee.  If you made some bad mistakes with your money, if you had to sell that family farm; 

God ordered that all of that land be returned to you; indentured slaves were to be freed.  What a wonderful year that 



was supposed to be!  The debt was to be released.  Then you’d start all over again and mess up again or do a better 

job.  All of this was to point forward to the ultimate Year of Jubilee; the ultimate freedom; the ultimate sacrifice; in 

the Messiah.  This is what Jesus was preaching to the people.   

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has 

sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 

oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

No more sacrifices would need to be made.  No more slavery to guilt.  No more feelings of poverty, not when you 

have the Lord’s favor; found in the Messiah.  

This is what the LORD wants you to have in your baptism.  This is what the LORD wants you to have in the Lord’s 

Supper; fulfillment.  In these sacraments Jesus doesn’t give you a little bit of His grace, but all of it.  You don’t 

receive just a little bit of His forgiveness, but all of it.  You don’t get just some of Christ, but all of Him.  When Jesus 

died on the cross He didn’t die for some of your sins; He died for all of them.  When He says that you are righteous 

through faith; He means completely righteous.   

“Fulfilled” does not mean that there still aren’t results of sin you have to suffer through.  Jesus doesn’t eliminate 

alimony; baptism doesn’t keep people from holding grudges; the Lord’s Supper doesn’t give you your job or your 

reputation back with people.  Even Christians will struggle with lingering feelings of anger and resentment, but Jesus 

doesn’t.  Jesus gives you a full forgiveness and righteousness in God’s sight; the comfort of knowing that God isn’t 

holding a grudge towards you.   

This is what Jesus was anointed to preach; the Gospel of Himself.  He didn’t make it up in order to get a following.  It 

was clear in the Old Testament, and He simply fulfilled it.  This should have been what the people were hearing on a 

regular basis about the Messiah to come.  Yet because the preachers were not preaching the Christ, it made Jesus’ 

words stand out and grab their attention. 

We live in a world where every church is trying to grab people’s attention; to attract them with what they think they 

want or need.  So people run from one church to another looking for the best music or the funniest message or the 

most practical applications they can find.  Rob Bell offered no hell and in reality so do most mainline denominations 

through their own silence.  Mormons offer baptism for dead people and godhood.  Advertisements are made saying, 

“You can dress casual here.  Here you will find a relevant church.  This isn’t your grandparent’s church.”  We have 

this idea that we have to do something hip or modern if we want to grow.  This isn’t to say that casual is bad or being 

active or doing something different or modern is bad.  But really, ought not the most attractive thing of church be the 

simple Person sitting at the front and center; Jesus Christ?  He isn’t dancing and walking around with wild hand 

gestures.  He is speaking a simple and yet profound message, “Fulfilled.”  Amen. 


